
Monsignor Joseph R. Huebsch 

1918-2017 

 

Msgr. Joseph R. Huebsch, 99, passed away Friday, March 24, at St. 

Gerard’s Community of Care, Hankinson, North Dakota. He died 

on the 99th anniversary of his baptism into Christ. Funeral Mass 

will be Wednesday, March 29, 2017 at 10:00 am at St. Philip’s 

Catholic Church, Hankinson, ND with burial at Calvary Cemetery, 

Hankinson. Visitation will be Tuesday, March 28, 2017 from 5-7 

with a prayer service at 7:00 pm all at St. Philip’s Catholic Church, 

Hankinson. There will also be visitation 1 hour prior to the service 

on Wednesday at the church.  

Monsignor Huebsch was the fourth of nine children born to Clement and Mary (Ernesti) Hueb-

sch, at the home farm in rural Lake Lillian, MN, March 19, 1918. Accepting his call to the 

priesthood, he spent the years between 1941-1950 at Crosier Seminary, Onamia, MN, St. 

John’s College, Collegeville, MN and St. Francis Seminary, Loretto, PA. He was ordained by 

Bishop Leo F. Dworschak at St. John’s Church, Wahpeton, ND, on June 3, 1950. 

Father Huebsch began and ended his years of pastoral service at St. Philip’s Church in 

Hankinson, ND, first as assistant to Father Gerard Bierens from 1950-1956, then as pastor from 

1983-1991. Between those assignments he served as pastor at St. Lawrence Church, Jessie and 

Sacred Heart Church in Aneta, 1956-1967; St. Henry’s Church, Alice and St. Henry’s Church, 

Leonard, 1967-1972; St. Patrick’s Church, Enderlin, St. Henry’s, Alice and St. Mary’s Church, 

Sheldon, 1972-1975; St. Anthony’s Church, Fargo, 1975-1978; St. Paul’s Church, Tappen, St. 

Francis de Sales, Steele and Our Lady of the Lake, Lake Williams, 1978-1983. 

Monsignor Huebsch requested retirement in a letter to Bishop James Sullivan, dated March 18, 

1991, at the age of 82 and after over 40 years of active ministry. With the Bishop’s permission, 

“Father Joe” began his years of “active retirement” on July 1, 1991. Between 1991 and mid-

2016, Monsignor Huebsch helped out in many parishes, was the confessor for the Sisters at the 

Carmelite Monastery, Wahpeton, was Chaplain of St. Francis Convent, Hankinson, 1992-2002, 

and Chaplain of St. Gerard’s Community of Care from 2002-2016. 

During his Chaplaincy years he was devoted to the ill, injured and elderly under his care, mak-

ing rounds to cheer the homebound, bless the troubled and assist the dying. April 29, 2015, he 

received the North Dakota Long Term Care Association’s Adult Volunteer of the Year Award 

at their spring conference in Bismarck, for his, by then, over twelve years of care to residents of 

St. Gerard’s Community of Care. 

The greatest joy of his life was offering Holy Mass. With care and attention he fulfilled the 

prayerful duties of the ordained in the praying of the Liturgy of the Hours each day. He was 

very devoted to the Blessed Mother, even building a shrine in her honor at the home farm in 

1938. It still stands today, strong as ever.  

Outgoing and friendly, Monsignor Huebsch, was a familiar visitor to any new projects taking 



place around town. He took an interest in people and was a friend to many. With his farmer’s 

heart, he loved driving out to the countryside to check the fields and was a welcome guest at the 

kitchen tables of many friends. Fearless in his expectation to find and serve Christ along the 

way, he was known to open his door to a stranger’s knock at night, pick up hitchhikers, and 

even to risk personal harm to help another in need. 

He enjoyed spending time at his family’s lake cabin near Lake Lillian. When his friend, Father 

Paul Koehler, was along, a few competitive rounds of Rook with him and family was the card 

game of choice.  

We wish to thank Bishop John T. Folda and the priests of the Diocese of Fargo for their spiritu-

al assistance to Monsignor Huebsch during the months of his declining health. Thank you, too, 

to Father Scott Sautner, Pastor of St. Philip’s in Hankinson, whose ready care was generously 

given, especially over the last weeks, days and hours. Special thanks to his sister, Edna, and his 

nieces and nephews who often brought so much joy to his life, and did so most lovingly in his 

last days. The staff of St. Gerard’s were often called to go “above and beyond,” and their exper-

tise was exemplary and so appreciated. And we thank, most gratefully, Sister Hildegard Keller, 

OSF, Monsignor’s closest aide and reliable friend through his aging years, who gave so much 

energy to his needs. As Monsignor Huebsch was so wont to say, “God bless you.”  

Monsignor Huebsch is survived by his sister, Edna Athmann Rudeen, Bird Island, MN, sister-in

-law, Doris Huebsch, Lake Lillian, MN, and many nieces and nephews and their families. He 

was preceded in death by his parents, Clement and Mary Huebsch, and his siblings, Marie Ol-

son, Ben Huebsch, Vernon Huebsch, Dorothy Wittman, Gerry Bomsta, Jerome Huebsch, Elaine 

Reitsma; and his in-laws: Jeanette Huebsch, Porkie Athmann, Ted Olson, Art Wittman, Bud 

Reitsma and Dale Rudeen. 

 

Frank Family Funeral Home, http://www.frankfamilyfuneralhome.com/    

Memorials may be directed to: 
St. Gerard’s Community of Care,  Hankinson, ND. 

  

 


